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                                                                   February 15, 2017
                                                             Itasca County Courthouse
Tom Nelson                                       ICOLA President/Deer Lake Assn.
Stephanie Kessler
                              ICOLA VP/Johnson Lake Assn.
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Catherine McLynn
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Harold Goetzman


Jessie Lake Watershed Assn. 

Jim Olijinek

                Wabana Chain of Lakes
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                Wabana Chain of Lakes
Tom and Barb Ryan                          Suomi Area Lakes
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Jan Bilden
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CALL TO ORDER and INTRODUCTIONS: President Tom Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at the Courthouse. A quorum was present with 10 out of 18 paid member lake associations being represented. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Patty Gould St. Aubin/Harold Goetzman. MCU
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of October 15, 2016 were approved. Helen Ahlbrecht/Jim Olijinek MCU
TREASURER’S REPORT: Patty Gould St. Aubin reported balance of $2,823.77 as of February 15, 2017, Eighteen lake associations have paid dues. She reported that expenses exceeded income by $150 over the past year. The treasurer’s report was accepted. Catherine McLynn/Tom Ryan MCU
INTRODUCTIONS/LAKE ASSN REPORTS

Catherine McLynn: no city lakes association as yet in Grand Rapids for lack of a coordinator to invite/organize

Bill Grantges: Sisseebakwet is working on their weir with a grant from Enbridge.
Jan Bilden: Shallow-Sand Lake Assn needs info on loon nesting platforms so they can build and monitor on their lakes.

Tom and Barb Ryan: Suomi Area Lakes Assn will hold their annual fishing contest/chili feed/potluck this Saturday starting at noon on Little Bowstring Lake.

John Davis is the coordinator for the Deer Lake Assn Neighborhood Communications. One member in each part of the lake tries to connect with about 30 or so neighbors at least once a summer to invite/encourage participation in DLA. They are revising their Lake Management Plan and an action plan to address phosphorus input from tributaries, septic systems and shoreland erosion as noted in the recent diagnostic study. The Living Word Bible Camp has constructed a lodge, cabins and other large structures. It is likely that they will be in operation this summer. 

Chester Fisher: White Swan Lake

Doug Griffin and Jim Olijinek: Wabana Chain of Lakes Assn is inviting members to provide input on a survey. So far members indicate highest interest in water quality. They have about 140 members out of 250 land owners. 

Harold Goetzman: Jessie Lake Watershed Assn annual meeting will be held at the annual picnic at Jessie Lake Lutheran Church. Harold is retired from the Board after 19 years.
Helen Ahlbrecht: King Lake Assn residents will finally get broadband when Paul Bunyan gets to their area during 2017-2019. Beavers have been damming up their outlet culvert and it had to be cleaned out every two weeks last summer by SWCD crews. They have been trying to get trappers to control them.

Patty Gould St. Aubin, president of Greater Pokegama Lake Assn, prepared resource notebooks for each officer/board member. City of Cohasset is preparing a Comprehensive Land Use Plan and invited Lake Assn. They had 100 at their annual meeting. There are about 400 landowners. GPLA is working to grow their membership and has several committees to accomplish their goals. They have invited the Army Corps of Engineers Colonel to one of their meetings. Water level is controlled by ACE at Pokegama Dam.
Stephanie Kessler: Vice-President of Johnson Lake Assn, encouraged support at public meeting on Mon. Feb. 27 at 6 pm at DNR office on East Hwy 2 regarding increases in fishing, hunting licenses to provide funds for DNR. Their new sign at their public access warns of need to prevent spread of AIS. DNR did net testing for five days in October. 
Andy Arens, SWCD, has hired two new technicians to fill vacant positions. Paul Butler is the new wetlands specialist. Tim Frits is the new forestry/natural resources specialist. Kim Yankowiak is the water specialist. As of January.1, SWCD has taken over the administration of AIS program from IWLP. Bill Grantges is now an SWCD employee.  
Itasca County Water Plan Implementation Committee has openings for a representative from ICOLA and a resident from Dist. 3, Leo Trunt’s area. Meetings are second Tuesdays every other month from 9-11 am. They consider concerns about chloride salt run off.
SWCD is following up on the diagnostic study on Pokegama and Deer Lake. Kim Yankowiak is doing water sampling to get more info on high phosphorus input from natural wetlands. There are some potential cost-share projects. 

Tom Nelson mentioned there are, also, vacancies on the county Park and Recreation committee (Dist. 1 and Dist. 4) and Extension committee. Apply at the Administration Office with Amanda Schultz.

AIS Coordinator Bill Grantges reported that a 15-min video and shorter clips are being produced by Wired To Fish to raise public awareness of how to prevent the spread of AIS. Also, the van that tows the decontamination unit will be airbrushed with highly visible graphics that will serve as a mobile billboard.  Check out the website www.itascaAIS.info.

Inspections over the last four years have increased from 1200 in 2014 to 19,000 in 2016. Compliance and increased from 71% to 95%. 
Fishing tournaments are a major concern since competitors may come straight from Mille Lacs which has zebra mussels to Pokegama. 

After completing lake access inventory, Itasca County verified additional accesses/parking spaces so were allotted more AIS funds from the state.

CAP grants are available to ICOLA and lake associations. 

Swan Lake Assn is trying to get organized again and are working with DNR and Itasca County to prevent AIS.

Children’s Discovery Museum has a new WATER exhibit. Check it out with your kids!
Boat and Home Show is Mar. 17-19. AIS booth will be there. 

AIS committee meets on Mon. Feb. 27 at 1:00 pm in Central Square Mall meeting room. Interested? You are welcome to participate! 
Extension Educator Eleanor Burkett will provide in-depth training on June 2 in Grand Rapids. Cost is $175 and includes online training and required volunteer commitments.

YOUTH WATER SUMMIT Patty Gould St. Aubin reported that Itasca Water Legacy Partnership is already planning Youth Water Summit for Thurs. May 25 with Justin Liles and possibly Governor Dayton. Several members are working on high level promotion of the event. 

MINNESOTA LAKES AND RIVERS ASSN (MLRA) membership needs to be renewed and website host fee paid. Motion by Jim Olijinek/Helen Ahlbrecht to pay the $200. MCU

ICOLA BROCHURE
There are still “Taking Care of our Waters” brochures in large box in storage at SWCD. Two phone numbers need to be changed and AIS info added. The suggestion was made that we try to get these distributed along with an AIS flyer/info. Patty and Bill will look at what else may need to be revised. 
FAIR BOOTH 
Dave Lick recommends that ICOLA/IWLP develop more interactive booth materials in addition to the AIS Wheel that draws a lot of attention. Motion was made to authorize up to $200 to develop/build such a project. Patty/Jan Bilden. MCU

STRATEGIC PLANNING
Tom Nelson suggested that ICOLA merge with IWLP as a means by which to be a stronger organization to protect our waters. But the two organizations have different missions and strategies. More discussion may be forthcoming at another meeting.  

NEW OFFICERS IN JULY ARE NEEDED FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. Both Tom and Stephanie will hand over the gavel to new officers in July, so please consider nominating yourself or invite someone else. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15. Next meeting is April 19, 2017 in the courthouse at 7:00 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,
Catherine McLynn, Secretary
