



                                          ITASCA COALITION OF LAKE ASSOCIATIONS 

                                                                   October 18, 2017
                                                            Itasca County Courthouse
Patty Gould St. Aubin                       ICOLA President/Greater Pokegama Lake Assn.

Bill Grantges


 ICOLA Vice President/Siseebakwet Lake Assn/SWCD/AIS Coordinator
Helen Adamson                                 ICOLA Treasurer/Upper Prairie River Lakes Assn. 
Catherine McLynn
                ICOLA Secretary
Tom Nelson


Deer Lake

Harold Goetzman   
               Jessie Lake Watershed
LeRoy and Mavis Johnson                Suomi Area Lakes Assn.

Jack Adamson
               
Upper Prairie River Lakes Assn.
Jim and Michelle Brauner                 Turtle Lake Assn. 

Stephen Long                                   Turtle Lake Assn.

Cece Riedman                                   Turtle Lake Assn.

Helen Ahlbrecht


Greater King Lake Assn.

Dave Lick                                         Wabana Chain of Lakes Assn.

Doug Griffin                                     Wabana Chain of Lakes Assn.

Jim Olijnek                                        Wabana Chain of Lakes Assn.

Jean Panchyshyn                               Wabana Chain of Lakes Assn. 

Rick Nosan


Swan Lake Assn.

Dorothy Abrahamson                       Swan Lake Assn.

Tim Scherkenbach                            Shallow/Sand Lake Assn.

Jan Bilden                                          Shallow/Sand Lake Assn.

Andy Arens                                        SWCD Soil and Water Conservation District


CALL TO ORDER and INTRODUCTIONS: President Patty Gould St. Aubin called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in Itasca County Boardroom. A quorum was present with 10 out of 18 paid member lake associations being represented. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Harold Goetzman/LeRoy Johnson MCU
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of July 19, 2017 were approved with two corrections: SWCD (not DNR) keeps King Lake weir clear and correct email is bbjertne@cord.edu. LeRoy Johnson/Helen Ahlbrecht MCU
TREASURER’S REPORT: Helen Adamson reported balance of $2,966.27 as of October 18, 2017. Eleven lake associations have paid for the new season: Wabana Chain of Lakes, Jessie, Turtle, and Three Island, Greater King, Upper Prairie River Lakes, Suomi Area, Deer, Johnson, Greater Pokegama, and Shallow/Sand. An audit was conducted Aug. 20. Bank statements are now online. Annual 501(c)(3) report has been filed. Patty and Helen will follow up with the 8 lake associations that still have not paid. 
The treasurer’s report was accepted. Helen Ahlbrecht/Jim Olijnek MCU
PRESIDENT’S Goals for 2017-2018
1. Update website/add accomplishments for past year

2. Develop new logo. Patty requested authorization to spend $50 to have Rapids Printing improve on her draft logo.

Bill Grantges/Leroy Johnson MCU

3. Prepare more news articles and share LA newsletters
4. Attend lake association meetings. Patty has attended SALA and Siseebakwet.

5. Engage contractors/realtors with interesting programs. 

One was done for realtors by county/SWCD/DNR re: shoreline regulations/jurisdiction. Well received.

6. Prepare and distribute notebooks for each association with bylaws, list of other contacts and handouts 

7. Form committees

8. Organize new lake associations encouraging grouping/watersheds for smaller lakes

OLD BUSINESS

1. Fair Booth: Bill thanked volunteers. Good location, interesting appearance, excellent interactions/conversations

2. Shoreland Stewardship Awards to KAXE and YMCA for putting in rain gardens. Water color of the rain garden is being created as the award. $300 has already been authorized.

3. Review past goals. Tom Nelson read them and suggested everyone look them up on the website and we can revise and approve at the next meeting.

4. WRAPS meetings: Patty attended and encouraged everyone to participate in the upcoming one on Thurs. Nov. 9 at Blandin Foundation from 9:30 to 11:30. The next one is Thurs. Dec. 7 from 1 to 3 in the Itasca County Courthouse. J135.

5. AIS report by Bill Grantges is attached with very detailed information on many activities throughout the summer.

Inspections continue through Nov. 1. 

Zebra mussels were reported by one alert and informed landowner which led to the discovery of wide spread infestations of very large adults in many locations around the lake.

CAP grants were awarded for treatment of Curly Leaf Pondweed on Dixon and Swan. Crystal Lake was treated for Eurasian milfoil. Sand Lake supplemented inspections. 

Starry Stonewort infestations were mapped on Winnie.

SWCD crews have WALKED THE SHORELINES of high priority lakes looking for AIS and/or verifying none present. 

NEW BUSINESS

1.Multi-region Resort Ambassador Project grant awarded $232,000 for Itasca County in collaboration with other counties to invite resorts to do AIS inspections/decontaminations ON SITE. ICOLA is a co-sponsor and can help by sharing information about the resorts on each lake and encouraging participation. Itasca County is the lead. 
2. Itasca Waters new Guide for Property Owners. Motion to authorize $500 to share cost. Leroy Johnson/Tom Nelson MCU

3. Fresh Water Conservation Fund. Motion to authorize $100 to help get this study moving forward statewide. MNCOLA will match up to $2000. Identify sensitive areas and implement means by which to preserve and protect. Tom Nelson/Bill Grantges MCU
AROUND THE HORN
Deer Lake: Tom Nelson reported that new president John Davis is very enthusiastic. They are organizing voluntary septic system inspection program just as Wabana did several years. They are continuing to address shoreline erosion sites. Their membership is down a little, but they are seeing an increase in the younger generation of interested property owners. DLA is especially concerned about the recent discovery of zebra mussels in North Star lake since both Deer and North Star are Muskie fishing lakes. 

Turtle Lake: Jim and Michelle Brauner reported that they immediately notified all property owners by email and/or postcard of the North Star zebra mussels and urged them to check immediately for zebra mussels on their own property. This is the year the lake is stocked with walleye by DNR. Two of their members are now certified AIS detectors so can respond quickly to potential finds. TLA is taking over a section of Adopt a Highway 38. 

Jessie Lake Watershed Assn: Harold Goetzman reported their concerns are the lack of younger lakeshore owners participating.  They did their fall roadside cleanup.

Siseebakwet: Bill Grantges reported funds have been raised for the dam weir project! And they have new board members.
GREATER King Lake Assn: Helen Ahlbrecht reported SWCD has to clean their weir every two weeks. They are trying to make contact with Balsam Lake property owners and have already make connections with Cedar Lake. 
Suomi Area Lakes Assn: LeRoy Johnson notified members by email of the North Star Lake zebra mussels discovery and intend to follow up with postcards to all property owners, too. Mavis, one of their members, is an AIS detector. The one resort is inactive.  
Greater Pokegama Lake Assn: Patty Gould reported that their association includes Jay Gould, Little Jay Gould and Blackwater lakes. They are concerned about curly leaf pondweed and potential for AIS coming in during fishing tournaments. They are concerned about shoreline permits that are issued allowing construction that may be detrimental. GPLA members are involved in public meetings re: comprehensive plan revisions with the City of Cohasset and Harris Township especially with regard to storm water management.  They are revising their logo, website and working ton educating homeowners. They had a Floating Boat in Movie.
Upper Prairie River Lakes Assn: Helen and Jack Adamson reported they are working on getting new members from Lawrence, Crooked, Bass, Bray and Nashwauk lakes. 
Wabana: Jim Olijnek and Doug Griffin reported membership is up, but still few do the work. They had their June social at Camp Bluewater and a July picnic. Mike Casey of Bunes Septic presented excellent info at one of their meetings. Loon chick count is up. Roadside clean up done. Jean Panchyshyn is doing the newsletter.
Shallow-Sand Lake: Jan Bilden reported they are concerned with Pipeline replacement. Also they have concerns about landowners rebuilding and/or doing damage to shoreline instead of moving back and using natural landscape techniques. One cabin close to the lake was torn down and rebuilt three times as big and two stories high! Also, one contractor was doing shoreline work and was not at all receptive to better methods of landscaping. Tim Scherkenbach, also, reported on efforts to increase membership.
Swan Lake: Dorothy Abrahamson and Rick Nosan reported they re-established the association and had a great meeting on July 24. They set up three committees: nutrient, AIS and mining issues. Curly leaf pondweed has been treated in about 7 acres but has expanded to about 48 acres, so they need money for additional treatment. 

Itasca Waters (formerly Itasca Water Legacy Partnership) Dave Lick reported their focus is now on shoreline management. They are updating their website and want to engage the public to visit their website and implement changes. BWSR findings conclude that lakes with 75% forested shoreline have good water quality. They are asking Blandin Foundation for $10,000 to help Deer Lake do the voluntary inspection of septic systems.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. Next meeting is third Wed. February 21, 2018.
Respectfully submitted,
Catherine McLynn, Secretary

