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CALL TO ORDER and INTRODUCTIONS: President Patty Gould St. Aubin called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in Itasca County Boardroom. A quorum was present with 11 out of 15 paid member lake associations being represented.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA with additions. Tim S./Helen A. MCU
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of April 18, 2018 were approved. LeRoy/Jim O. MCU
TREASURER’S REPORT: Helen Adamson reported $1704.77 in checking plus $100 not yet deposited. 15 paid LA’s. Report accepted. C. McLynn/Jack A. MCU

Motion to approve renewal of membership in MN COLA $100. LeRoy/Jim O. MCU

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Patty visited Greater King Lake Assn., Sand Lake and Wabana Chain of Lakes Assn. Turtle Lake Assn is this Sat. June 23.
She strongly recommended attending the upcoming Septic Seminar at Wabana Town Hall on Tues. June 28 4 – 7 pm POTLUCK!

OLD BUSINESS
Tom Nelson reported on the MN COLA meeting. He is now secretary. There are excellent videos from DNR on AIS. 
Helen Ahlbrecht reported on Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) meeting. It was very interesting. Next meeting is Tues. June 26 at Long Lake Conservation Camp in Palisade. Information was shared about assessing and monitoring many different aspects of the lakes within the Upper Mississippi Watershed. 

Bill Grantges, AIS coordinator, employed by SWCD, encouraged every lake association to be ACTIVELY ENGAGED in AIS prevention. He strongly recommended filling out and returning the Partnership Surveys he sent. 
AIS inspections are well underway with 24 employees including 20 full time inspectors. 

Chris Evans provided hands on AIS class at Sand Lake.

Boots on the Ground, Eyes on the Water are critical to early detection and prevention. YOU can be a Sentry! One hour of training and then you adopt a section of lake to watch for changes.  Contact Bill 218-256-4242 or go to website www.itascaAIS.info to find out how YOU CAN HELP!
There are now 26 AIS Detectors and some are working with the Resort owners. Good communication and willingness!
GRAHA Walley Shoot Out: ALL participants will be inspected PRIOR to pre-fishing.

Tim Scherkenbach suggested condensing info for Lake Associations and invite them to be PARTNERS.

They need to know: What is expected? What resources are available? 

Bill previously distributed the Partnership Survey to LA’s offering resources but no response as yet. He encouraged LA’s to respond. 

IF YOU SUSPECT AIS, REPORT ASAP to RICH REZANKA 218-328-8821 or BILL GRANTGES 218-256-4243
NEW BUSINESS
1. Patty asked that the AIS Detectors meet as a committee to share info. Cece, Bill and Tim will coordinate.
2. Shoreland Guides are an excellent new resource. Take as many as needed and distribute to property owners.
3. Encourage membership donations to Itasca Waters. This is a coalition with funding from Blandin Foundation.
4. Annual meeting will be JULY 18 at Marcell FAMILY CENTER NOT Town Hall. 5:30. Brats, buns, pop and plates provided. Bring Potluck item to share. Panel presentation by Comm. Terry Snyder, Jim Gustafson and DLA President John Davis. 
5. Officer positions up for election: Secretary and Treasurer. Both Catherine McLynn and Helen Adamson are willing to continue for another term of two years but nominations will be open if others would like to volunteer!
6. Lake Assn. Membership checks may be sent to ICOLA, PO Box 1001, Grand Rapids, MN 55744. 

7. Motion made to share contact info for LA presidents. Bill, Catherine and Helen will work to make info available. 
SHARING ACCOMPLISHMENTS, CONCERNS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
Upper Prairie Lakes Assn: Jack Adamson – July 4 Flotilla begins at 7:30 pm followed by Fireworks.
Greater King Lake Assn: Helen Ahlbrecht – Good meeting on Memorial weekend included Balsam Lake residents, too! 

July 4 Boat parade at 2:30 pm.

Turtle Lake Assn: Michelle Brauner – Catch and Release competition began Memorial Day. Photos posted on website through summer until Labor Day. $25 prizes in many categories awarded. There are 8 AIS detectors for Turtle Lake.
Annual meeting is this Sat. June 23 at 9 am at Marcell Family Center followed by lunch. 

July 4 Boat parade starts with judging at 1:00 pm in Dahlberg Bay. Dock pickup for Food Shelf is very successful!

Sand Lake: Carole Olson – They are testing water quality (RMB lab), secchi disk readings, AIS inspections. Several resort owners attended AIS Summit. Walleye stocking started this year before Memorial Day. They are working on a Lake Management plan.

They cleaned up Adopt a Highway section and held fish fry picnic for 75 people. They distributed Shoreland Guides. 
Big NEWS: Birds Eye Lake entire shoreland is now in public ownership as a result of a recent purchase by DNR. 
Swan Lake: Ron Guggisberg – Dye flow study revealed fast current and eddies that affect treatment strategies. They are working on revising by-laws and are distributing Shoreland Guides to about 70-80 members.
Deer Lake Assn/ John Davis – They are focusing on reducing P into lake from tributaries and non-compliant septic systems. DLA will pay fee for voluntary inspection. 150 systems are over 20 years old and may be non-compliant. Total property owners: 350. 

AIS inspections is a high priority. They, also, offer 5- star ratings to businesses who meet or exceed criteria for actions to prevent AIS.

Shallow/Sand Lake: Tim Scherkenbach – Aug. 11 meeting will feature Dan Swenson, Bunes Septic. Trying to build community with monthly social gatherings.

SWCD: Don Simons – AIS crews are doing great! Thanks Chris and Bill!

Suomi Area Lakes Assn: - Leroy Johnson – Cleaned up 8 miles of highway, picnic at Sandy Beach on Sat. July 7. Annual meeting Sat. Labor Day weekend. Includes 8 lakes.

Wabana Chain of Lakes Assn: Jim Olijinek – Boat parade on Sun. July 1. Annual meeting feature John Downing. Annual Solstice event/picnic at Bill Downing’s cabin. They are meeting with owners of 4 resorts and 2 campgrounds re: AIS prevention. They are working on a Rapid Response plan.   
Sisseebakwet Lake Assn: Weir is built, now plantings are being done. Sun. June 14 brunch at Sugar Lake Lodge. Newsletter, website.
CAP grant being prepared for Decontamination unit at Sugar Lake Lodge. 

AIS news: Big conference Oct. 15-18 in Rochester. Chris Evans will be a presenter on control and monitoring strategies. 

CAP grant funds are available. Talk to Bill if you have ideas or need suggestions.

Big metal signs (2’ x 3’)can be made with your lake association logo and info on. Deer Lake had 5 for $80 each.

Starry Trek Aug. 18 Volunteers needed to look for starry stonewort blooms. 9 to noon.

Guy Lunz is the contact for DNR public accesses. 
NEXT MEETING IS AT MARCELL FAMILY CENTER JULY 18 AT 5:30 PM. BRING POTLUCK TO SHARE.

Brats, buns, plates and pop provided by ICOLA.  
Respectfully submitted,
Catherine McLynn, Secretary

