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Stephanie Kessler			ICOLA President/Johnson Lake Assn/Itasca Waters
Bill Hagenbuck                                ICOLA Vice-President/Siseebakwet Lake Assn 
Catherine McLynn		ICOLA Secretary/Crystal Lake
Bill Grantges	               	SWCD/ AIS coordinator/ Itasca Waters
Paul Ryan			Suomi Area Lakes Assn
Gail Blackmer			Deer Lake/Effie 
Ron Guggisberg			Swan Lake Assn
Harold Goetzman			Jessie Lake Assn
Andy Arens			SWCD

CALL TO ORDER: President Stephanie Kessler called the meeting to order at 11:30 am. A quorum was present with 6 lake associations represented. AGENDA Approved.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of July 16, 2025 were approved. Paul Ryan/Ron Guggisberg MCU
TREASURER’S REPORT: Checking account is $2856.08 with 12 LAs paid less payment $300 for fair booth.  Request for update on WHICH LA’s have paid so members can follow up if not yet paid. 
Treasurer’s report accepted. Bill Hagenbuck/Paul Ryan MCU

Bill Grantges -SWCD- AIS
There is money for Invasive Aquatic Plant Management (IAPM) for Starry Stonewort, Curly Leaf Pondweed, Eurasian Milfoil. 
Starry Stonewort has been found in Dora Lake. Contact Bill.
Most used public accesses were Mishawaka and Sherry’s Arm on Pokegama and West Winnie.
More inspectors will be needed next season as more lakes have been found to be infested with zebra mussels and other AIS.
Moose, Swan, Bass Lake are the most recent discoveries.
Bill can help install signage if Lake Assn wants to apply for CAP grant. 

AIS REPORTS are available online including CAP grant application form, list of current infested waters and other valuable AIS Prevention info. https://www.ItascaAIS.Info or Coordinator@ItascaAIS.Info
If you suspect AIS, REPORT ASAP to RICH REZANKA 218-328-8821 or BILL GRANTGES 218-256-4243

Itasca Waters series on Water Wisdom has been very successful. Stephanie is the new president.

Around the Horn

Paul Ryan-Suomi Area Lakes Adopt a Highway volunteers cleaned up 8 miles of Co. 48. 

Gail Blackmer- Deer Lake by Effie- 100 members, newsletter, annual meeting in August at Carpenter Town Hall.
Water Protection Fund for water sampling of several nearby lakes in addition to Deer Lake.

Ron Guggisberg-Swan-Zebra mussels discovered right before Labor Day at THREE sites not just public access. Experimental treatments of curly leaf pondweed underway. 

Harold Goetzman-Jessie Lake- no officers, only 4 board members, but still active flotilla, Hwy clean up, funds for water sampling.
Water clarity is higher due to zebra mussels, but phosphate levels still high. Clear water = more weed growth. 

Bill Hagenbuck-Siseebakwet-Rusty Crayfish boil for lunch at annual meeting, 80 attendees, 9 board members, lake level very low, Secchi disk reading very high/clear water. Golden Eagles sighted., 

Stephanie Kessler-Johnson-annual meeting in August, about 12 attendees, less water sampling to save money, boat parade. Next year is their 20th anniversary of Johnson Lake Assn. 

Andy Arens-SWCD- suggested Johnson Lake test for chloride due to proximity to Hwy 38. He advised that water sample data is entered into STORET for future reference. You can look up your data. Matt Gutzmann can help.

Shoreline Stewardship Award was given at county board meeting to family on Pokegama Lake. Funds are available for shoreline improvement projects 75/25. Contact Austin Steere.

Next year’s meeting dates will be 11:30 to 1:30 February 18, April 15, and October 21. June and July meetings will be 6 -8 pm.
Meeting adjourned at 1:10.
Catherine McLynn, Secretary                              
