ITASCA COALITION OF LAKE ASSOCIATIONS
Meeting Minutes
February 25, 2026, Courthouse
                                                                                      
Stephanie Kessler			ICOLA President/Johnson Lake/Itasca Waters
Bill Hagenbuck                                ICOLA Vice-President/Siseebakwet Lake  
Catherine McLynn		ICOLA Secretary/Crystal Lake
Linda Skallman			ICOLA Treasurer/Greater Pokegama Lake
Bill Grantges	               	SWCD/ AIS coordinator/ Itasca Waters
Paul Ryan			Suomi Area Lakes
Ron Guggisberg			Swan Lake 
Jan Bilden			Shallow/Sand Lakes
Tom Nelson			SWCD/Deer Lake
Elise Widen			Deer Lake
Jeff Johnson by Zoom		Deer Lake
Steve Melin			Wabana Township
Sam Nelson			Wabana Chain of Lakes 
Andy Arens by Zoom		SWCD
Jan Sandberg by Zoom		Itasca Waters
Matt Gutzman			SWCD
Matt Picklo			SWCD

CALL TO ORDER: President Stephanie Kessler called the meeting to order at 11:30 am. A quorum was present with 8 lake associations represented. 

AGENDA: Approved.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of October 25, 2025, were approved. Bill Grantges/Jan Bilden MCU
TREASURER’S REPORT: Checking account is $2,795.08. Accepted. Sam Nelson/Elise Widen MCU

Bill Grantges -SWCD- AIS
Inspectors needed. $16/hour for level 2. Funds available. Full funding through mid-2028. Highest priority inspector assignments will be infested lakes including Mosomo, Tioga and Swan. USFS grant $100,000 has been awarded for Turtle, Wabana and other lakes in Chippewa National Forest. Also a $20,000 grant for starry stonewort. 
Volunteers needed for AIS/SWCD booth at Home Show March 27-29 at YanMar arena in Grand Rapids.
Environmental DNA tests will be done on 50 lakes to get a baseline of what is in the lake. No cost. Contact Bill.

AIS REPORTS are available online including CAP grant application form, list of current infested waters and other valuable AIS Prevention info. https://www.ItascaAIS.Info or Coordinator@ItascaAIS.Info
If you suspect AIS, REPORT ASAP to RICH REZANKA 218-328-8821 or BILL GRANTGES 218-256-4243

Matt Gutzman – SWCD presented online tutorial on how to use public data to prepare a mailing list and related mailing labels of property owners on your lake. Funds are available for cost share of lakeshore improvements.

Matt Picklo is available for site visits to prepare stewardship plans for forested lakeshore properties. 

Bill Grantges recommended that lake associations have gmail accounts for efficient and effective communications, rather than individual emails that change when officers change. 

Steve Melin – “Pocket Woodlands” Project planting and volunteer day is May 20 at Wabana Town Hall to plant native plants and trees and do other outdoor/woodland work. Matt Picklo helped Pam Friesen and Susan Lick with planning design of these pocket woodlands on the town hall property.

 Tom Nelson reported on MN Lake Lookout Project with UofM Extension to test snow melt effects on chloride and algae blooms.

Stephanie encouraged responding to Jet ski survey re: proposed hours to allow increased hours of activity. LINK:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFMB0BY5ike0lEt-UC8ta7zC-uhzbA87OrQsOjV-3MP3sQzA/viewform


Support and learn about HF793/SF492 to encourage voluntary certification for commercial salt applicators. LINK:
 https://www.congressweb.com/MLRA/


Cattail Collaborative is another program available: Removal of specific invasive cattails. LINK: 
 https://maisrc.umn.edu/research/MCC


Around the Horn

Paul Ryan- Suomi Area Lakes- Adopt Fishing contest on Sat Feb 14. Nice social. Good food. Few fish. Plans include roadside clean up in May, boat parade last weekend in June, 4th of July picnic at Grave Lake beach. 

Ron Guggisberg- Swan- Zebra mussels discovered. DCON unit will be station at busiest boat access on Hwy 65 bridge.
Experimental treatments of curly leaf pondweed under the ice. Need secretary and need to lighten the load currently with that position.

Bill Hagenbuck- Siseebakwet- Rusty Crayfish trapper sold 6,000 pounds to zoos and grocery stores.    
	 
Sam Nelson – WCOLA- has 144 pd members in 2026, road clean up May 2, Social at Cedar Creek May 16 open to public, Aug 7 Fundraiser. Camp Bluewater has been illegally run as VRBO. Current lease will be terminated and offered for sale. Plans will focus on water quality, AIS prevention, fish populations, and wake boat issues.

Linda Skallman – Greater Pokegama has three new board members including VP. Smith Creek project is supposed to be completed.
Need newsletter editor and treasurer.

Jeff Johnson- Deer Lake will hold board meeting May 16, member meeting June 6, spaghetti feed June 17, Frolic Aug. 13 open to the public.

Tom Nelson – Deer Lake new culvert installed at creek that may prevent flooding Widen’s property. 
 
Jan Bilden – Shallow/Sand will meet in April.

Stephanie Kessler – Johnson Lake- Annual meeting in August. Annual newsletter in May.

2026 meeting dates:
11:30 to 1:30 - April 15 and October 21, Courthouse
6-8pm - June 17 and July 15, Location TBD

Meeting adjourned at 1:25 pm.

Catherine McLynn, Secretary                              
