ITASCA COALITION OF LAKE ASSOCIATIONS
April 15, 2026, Meeting Minutes
Courthouse
                                                                                      
Stephanie Kessler			ICOLA President/Johnson Lake/Itasca Waters
Bill Hagenbuck                                ICOLA Vice-President/Siseebakwet Lake  
Catherine McLynn		ICOLA Secretary/Crystal Lake
Paul Ryan			Suomi Area Lakes
Ron Guggisberg			Swan Lake 
Jan Bilden			Shallow/Sand Lakes
Tom Nelson			SWCD/Deer Lake
Sam Nelson			Wabana Chain of Lakes 
Gail Blackmer			Deer Lake/Effie
Matt Gutzman			SWCD
Matt Picklo			SWCD

CALL TO ORDER: President Stephanie Kessler called the meeting to order at 11:30 am. A quorum was present with 8 lake associations represented. 

AGENDA Approved.

MINUTES: February 25, 2025, minutes were approved. Tom Nelson/Gail Blackmer MCU

TREASURER’S REPORT: After receiving $1000 donation and paying MNCOLA dues, Checking account balance is $3645.08. 
Accepted. Bill Hagenbbuck/Jan Bilden MCU

Motion to send thank you to donor (Kodiak Creek project). Bill Hagenbuck/Tom Nelson MCU

Wabana Town Hall “Pocket Woodlands” planting Sat. May 20. Volunteers welcome to assist Master Gardeners and SWCD.

MN Lake Lookout Project with University of Minnesota Extension: Testing for Chloride runoff from road salt and for hazardous algae blooms. Google title for training opportunities to know what/how to monitor and report. Steph plans to involve Johnson Lake.

MN COLA and MLR opportunities to participate in upcoming meetings June 16 by Zoom. Annual Meeting is June 3 in Alexandria. Power loading is a problem at accesses and they want to improve education on this topic.

Youth Water Summit is Tuesday, May 19 at Itasca County Fairgrounds. Volunteers welcome. Over 300 5th graders participate.

AIS REPORTS are available online including CAP grant application form, list of current infested waters and other valuable AIS Prevention info. https://www.ItascaAIS.Info or Coordinator@ItascaAIS.Info
If you suspect AIS, REPORT ASAP to RICH REZANKA 218-328-8821 or BILL GRANTGES 218-256-4243

Additional divers needed to assist trained AIS divers. AIS tool stations will be fully stocked by May 9 Fishing Opener. 
SIX additional inspectors (18 years and up) are needed for the season. $17 per hour. Contact Bill. 

NOTE: Dr. Harold Dziuk passed away March. 28. Funeral Friday, April 17, 2026.

Matt Gutzman – New Guide to Lakeshore Living, beautiful booklet! Hot off the press! Take for distribution! Cost share funds are available for lakeshore improvements.

SWCD Mississippi River clean up on Thursday, May 7 beginning at 9 am at Veterans Park in Grand Rapids. SWCD boat and Trails Task Force walkers along shore pick up garbage and City of Grand Rapids hauls it. Donuts and lunch provided.

Matt Picklo, by invitation, is visiting forested lakeshore properties under 20 acres and preparing stewardship plans. Cost share available for implementing planned actions.

Around the Horn REPORTS:

Tom Nelson – Deer Lake- Decon station, Frolic August 13 and keeping woods trail clear on Bear Island.  

Stephanie – Johnson Lake- Loon survey and keeping an eye on variance requests. Hopes to do Lake Lookout Program for chloride.

Gail Blackmer- Deer Lake by Effie- Will put up big AIS PREVENTION banner on main road CR533. Water level gauge and beaver activity is monitored. Newsletter is sent to 100 by email and 20 by mail. They hold meetings every other month.

Paul Ryan- Suomi Area Lakes – Hwy clean up Sat. May 9, 4th of July annual meeting. Paul offered his own macro program to clean up duplicates in the list of property owners that Matt showed how to create at the last meeting. Steph will send to e-list once we test it out.

Ron Guggisberg- Swan- Working on improving organization and administration, digital payments, gmail accounts, etc. They are considering buying the MLR wake-boat set back map for their lake for $150.

Bill Hagenbuck- Siseebakwet- Sent 140 postcards to property owners inviting member donations for specific projects including loon restoration, Rusty crayfish removal. Hwy clean up April 25. Low lake level, down 8 inches, causing concerns.  Four new board members out of 9 on board. They participate in the Loon Restoration Program with the DNR.
	 
Sam Nelson – Wabana Chain - WCOLA road clean up May 2, Social at Cedar Creek 3:00 pm on May 16, Town Hall planting May 20. Their monthly meetings will start May 2 (2nd Mon each month at 9am).

Jan Bilden – Shallow/Sand - They meet in April, 3 newsletters per year.

WRAP Recycle Right! New MN Law required it be recycled due to concerns about the large amount of plastic wrap used for boat storage. Google name for info and drop off sites (nothing in our county on the website but the Co Transfer Station on 62 takes it).

June 17 meeting will be 6 -8 pm at courthouse. 

July 15 meeting will be at Wabana Town Hall. Potluck begins at 5 pm. Program at 6pm.

Meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm.

Catherine McLynn, Secretary                              
