                                         ITASCA COALITION OF LAKE ASSOCIATIONS             
                                                            July 15, 2026 Wabana Town Hall
                                                                                      
Stephanie Kessler			ICOLA President/Johnson Lake/Itasca Waters
Bill and Deb Hagenbuck                  ICOLA Vice-President/Siseebakwet Lake  
Catherine McLynn		ICOLA Secretary/Crystal Lake
Linda Skallman			ICOLA Treasurer/Greater Pokegama Lake
Paul Ryan			Suomi Area Lakes 
Jan Bilden            		Shallow Lake
Wesley Sisson       		Shallow Lake
Dick Ostroot			Lower Balsam
Ron Guggisberg                               Swan Lake
Annette Greer                     	Deer Lake
Tom Nelson			SWCD/ Deer Lake
Dave Lick			Wabana Chain of Lakes
Steve and Jean Melin		Wabana Chain of Lakes
Carol and Wayne Speedling	Wabana Chain of Lakes
Dick and Jan Sandberg		Itasca Waters/Greater Pokegama Lake Assn
Perry and Shirley Loegering	SWCD/Itasca Waters
Bill Grantges 			SWCD
Matt Picklo			SWCD
Matt Gutzman			SWCD
Cal Saari			SWCD
Andy Arens			SWCD
Abe Underhill			University of Minnesota PHD student presenter	

CALL TO ORDER: President Stephanie Kessler called the meeting to order at 6 pm after a few minutes of sharing memories of Harold Dziuk. A quorum was present with 8 lake associations represented. AGENDA Approved.
MINUTES: June 15, 2026 minutes were approved.  Linda Skallman/Bill Hagenbuck MCU
TREASURER’S REPORT: ICOLA received $200 donation as a memorial to Harold Dziuk and five Lake Associations paid dues.
 Balance is $3629.90.  Accepted. Jan Sandberg/Jan Bilden MCU

Motion to re-elect Vice President Bill Hagenbuck and Linda Skallman Treasurer. Wesley Sisson/Jan Sandberg MCU

Itasca Waters invites supporters to Appreciation event Mon Aug. 3 from 6 to 7:30 pm at Klockow’s Brewing.
Water Wisdom series on Thursday August  6 at noon. Austin Steere featured speaker.

Wabana Chain of Lakes Association invites all to FUNdraiser: music and food at Cedar Creek Friday, Aug. 7 starting at 4.

Deer Lake Frolic FUNdraiser Thursday evening, Aug 13. All are welcome! 	

Tall Timber Days Parade at 1 pm on Sun Aug. 2. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Contact Bill Grantges.

Starry Trek Sat Aug. 8 at two sites: Marcell and Grand Rapids. Contact Chris Evans VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Itasca County Fair Wed. Aug. 19 to 23. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Bill Grantges AIS report: Contact legislators and candidates on campaign trail to CONTINUE AIS FUNDING! 
AIS Funds are proposed to be cut starting July 2027 Fiscal Year. 
A tool station was installed at Caribou Lake public access just off Hwy 38.


AIS REPORTS are available online including CAP grant application form, list of current infested waters and other valuable AIS Prevention info. https://www.ItascaAIS.Info or Coordinator@ItascaAIS.Info
If you suspect AIS, REPORT ASAP to RICH REZANKA 218-328-8821 or BILL GRANTGES 218-256-4243

Around the Horn REPORTS:

Matt Picklo SWCD provided a guided tour of the Wabana Town Hall Pocket Gardens prior to the meeting. Intended to provide a diverse ecosystem friendly to pollinators and with varying colors of flowers and bushes throughout the year.
He will visit forested lakeshore properties under 20 acres and prepare stewardship plans. Cost share available for implementing plan actions. Invite him for your woodland check up!

Matt Gutzman – SWCD – Cost share 75% for shoreland improvements. Call for a site visit.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Andy Arens – SWCD – reminder of Wetlands Conservation Act. Call before you dig/fill/alter!

Tom Nelson – Deer Lake- Itasca County is the ONLY county without an ordinance regulating short term rentals/VRBO. Need any complaints sent to county commissioners and Katie Benes to get the process restarted.

Stephanie – Johnson Lake- Emphasis education on septic system: NO FOG (Food, Oil or Grease) in septic!  Boat parade on 4th of July in the rain. Annual meeting Aug. 8. 

Paul Ryan-Suomi Area Lakes – Boat parade June 27. Picnic on Sat. 4th of July at Sandy Beach in the rain.

Bill Hagenbuck-Siseebakwet-Flotilla on 4th of July. Rusty crayfish trapping ongoing.

Ron Guggisberg – Swan Lake public access is very busy. Good site for AIS inspections. Chemical treatment resulted in less weeds.

Wesley Sisson - Shallow/Sand Lake flotilla AND FLY OVER on 4th of July, plus judging of entries. Annual meeting Aug. 15.

Linda Skallman- Greater Pokegama Lake – Annual meeting Sat. July 18. 

Speaker Abe Underhill 
University of Minnesota PhD student presented on paleolimnology. Study of ancient water actions ie floods and droughts.
By taking core samples of the layers of mud at the bottom of specific ‘varve’ lakes, much can be learned about past events from the layering. Siseebakwet is one lake he may study. 


Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.

Catherine McLynn, Secretary                              
